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By Elmer F. Kraemer 


HEN A CITY CONGREGATION five 

blocks from a steel mill observes 
the time-honored custom of a seed and 
soil dedication on Rogate Sunday, it 
may be a good local news item. But 
when this observance in Granite City, 
Ill., is multiplied many times over in ur- 
ban congregations throughout the na- 
tion, the news assumes national impor- 
tance. 

Last year the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League distributed over 100,000 copies 
of a special order of worship folder for 
such a dedication. An even larger dis- 
tribution is indicated this year. 

A Milwaukee pastor’s comment is 
significant: “The Rogate Sunday sug- 
gestion is splendid. Although this is 
a suburban congregation with nary a 
tiller of the soil, we will participate.” 

Throughout history man has been 
conscious of the need to give thanks 
to God for His bountiful blessings. It 
is usually assumed that farmers, with 
their firsthand dependence on the God- 
given rain and sun, are more cognizant 
of these blessings. In recent years — as 
evidenced by the renewed interest in 
a seed and soil dedication — city folks 
are also recognizing that their food 
comes from the same Source. 


The Fifth Sunday after Easter be- 
came known as Rogate (Latin for 
pray), the Sunday of prayer, and since 
the fifth century the three days before 
Ascension Day have been called Roga- 
tion Days. On these days congregations 
would march from their churches into 
the fields and chant prayers for divine 
blessing on the fruits of the earth. 

From this beginning Rogation Sun- 
day became associated with rural life. 
In the midst of planting and sowing, 
men humbly acknowledged their insuf- 
ficiency and asked God to bless the 
work of their hands. 

In recent years many Protestant 
churches in the United States and Can- 
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ada have adopted the practice of bless- 
ing the seed and the soil. Usually a 
bowl of seed and soil are placed on the 
altar, and the pastor invokes God’s 
blessing as a token of man’s dependence 
on the Lord for his daily food. 

In some denominations an effort is 
made to point up the interdependence 
of rural and city people. Rural and ur- 
ban preachers exchange pulpits, city 
and country church groups exchange 
visits, and individual farmers and fac- 
tory workers make an effort to take an 
interest in each other’s problems. 

The LLL program emphasizes that 
Rogate Sunday is a day of worship 
when man should stand in special awe 
of God and His creation. Man’s de- 
pendence on God’s blessing for fruitful 
fields is emphasized. 


It has been estimated that it takes 
from 400 to 1,000 years to build one 
inch of topsoil. The average depth of 


‘topsoil the world over is only nine 


inches. Though some of the richest 
soil may be found in America, careless 
methods of farming have permitted ero- 
sion, which has done almost irreparable 
damage. 

There is such a thing as good Chris- 
tian stewardship of the earth. The 
Christian farmer will have a deep sense 
of responsibility to God and his fellow 
men, a love for the land, and an aware- 
ness that he is a co-worker with God in 
increasing the productivity and useful- 
ness of the land. 

To this end the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League annually offers its suggested 
“Order of Worship” for Rogate Sunday. 

The earth is the Lord’s and the full- 
ness thereof, the world and they that 
dwell therein. (Psalm 24:1) ; 


By James G. Manz 
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NE OF OUR PROBLEMS in p 
that we are speaking to Ona} 
we cannot see. Unbeliev 

dom attempt prayer except as ani} 
ment or in life-and-death emery 
“But how are men to call upon |} 
whom they have not believed?” | 

Because “no man hath seen |} 
any time” and prayer reaches so 
into “things that. are unseen, J 
Christians at times have their ‘} 
ties in speaking with God. 


“God is a spirit,” Jesus saysq 
is a living Being, a Person; yet 
no body as we have. And if wy 
a realistic understanding of “thaj 
eternal, immortal, invisible,” we} 
to read the Psalter frequentlyy 
Psalms are pre-eminent among 1} 
votional classics of mankind 
they reveal in vivid and understag 
terms this Lord to whom we prag 

“Sing unto God, sing praises 
name; extol Him that rideth up» 
heavens by His name JAH, and } 
before Him” (Psalm 68:4). “Theg 
‘Jah,’ found only here, is not si 
abbreviation of ‘Jehovah,’ but that 
ent tense of the Hebrew verb fo 4 
expresses the idea that this Jehod 
the living, present God; and, : 
heavens are always over our heaa 
is always a present Helper.” (The 
damentals, “The Proof of the | 
God”) 

In the Psalms the Lord is Ona 
lives, speaks, acts. The life of me 
of nations is entirely dependent on 
He called Abraham, He del! 
Israel, He spoke through Moses. H 
revealed Himself so clearly thai 
people have no excuse for deps 
from Him or worshiping false gc 

The Psalms also foreshadow the: 
Trinity. In prophecy the psalmists 
of the Son of God (Psalms 2; 22 
etc.) and of the person and wo 
the Holy Spirit. (Psalms 104:30 
etc.) 


“O Thou that hearest prayer, 
Thee shall all flesh come” (Psali 
2). The Psalms often use figur 
speech in which human organs 
emotions are attributed to God. 
speak of God’s “fingers,” His “v 
“eyes,” “ears,” and “face.” We 
also of His “anger,” His “pity,” an 
love and mercy. 

The Lord’s personality and fe 
are portrayed so vividly that man 
Testament scholars regard some e 
sions as mere reflections of anciel 
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jne Hebrews followed and applied 
| one true God the old heathen 
pints and practices. 
contrast made by the inspired 
s, however, is clear for all to see. 
Lord .. . is to be feared above 
ids. For all the gods of the na- 
are idols, but the Lord made the 
s” (Psalm 96:4, 5). The heathen 
jimade by man in his own feeble 
ij, are helpless and useless, the 
writer points out. “They have 
as, but they speak not; eyes have 
“Hbut they see not; they have ears, 
hey hear not; noses have they, but 
smell not; they have hands, but 
‘Whandle not; feet have they, but 
walk not; neither speak they 
‘/gh their throat.” (Psalm 115:5-7) 


Teach and Warn 


“We language ot the Psalms presents 
‘han who is praying as a true flesh- 
‘blood person. He is a sinner — 
‘sive, emotional, unsteady. The 
‘thists do not try to hide their na- 
‘or thoughts. In contrast to many 
mn devotional or prayer books the 
er does not try to emphasize 


is are Often disquieting to sincere 
tians, who believe in Biblical in- 
ition and the supremacy of Christ’s 
jpf love. Psalms 35, 69, and 109, 
ixample, contain harsh expressions 
d enemies. The solution to the 
em of the “imprecatory psalms” 
es when the believer remembers 
sthese holy writers are jealously con- 
‘sd about God’s honor, which blas- 
ers of God and His Word have 
ed. There have always been those 
) harden their hearts against God 
‘His truth. They also hate the 
1’s church and His people and de- 
the prayers for their conversion. 
hese “minatory psalms” also teach 
warn us by portraying the depth of 
an sin and evil, the reality of God’s 
ment against the wicked, and the 
uinty of punishment and hell for 
2. Only one who forgets God’s jus- 
and judgment will reject these 
ms as “primitive” and needlessly 
h. 

s prayer patterns the Psalms are 
assed in excellence only by the 
Ys Prayer. And even in this per- 
prayer every expression may be 
>d to words or thoughts found 
ewhere in the Psalter. 
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God’s Word lays the foundation for 
prayer. Old Testament saints pleaded 
with Him on the basis of His grace and 
promise. Their hope was in the coming 
Redeemer. Only the true God could 
enable men to pray as they did in the 
Psalms. He acted to save man. He 
spoke to reveal His salvation and His 
will. Through His Word and mighty 
acts, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
God turns us to Himself and opens our 
lips. The psalmist knew this blessed 
secret of prayer: “O Lord, open Thou 
my lips; and my mouth shall show 
forth Thy praise.” (Psalm 51:15) 

Psalm 119, longest in the Psalter, is 
a marvelous example of prayer based 
on God’s own Word and truth. “My 
lips shall utter praise when Thou hast 
taught me Thy statutes. My tongue 
shall speak of Thy Word, for all Thy 
commandments are righteousness. . . . 
Let my soul live, and it shall praise 
Thee; and let Thy judgments help me.” 
(Psalm Ile 725 175) 


Foster Christian Faith 


Our Savior Himself on many occa- 
sions quoted from the Psalms. By call- 
ing attention to the Messianic empha- 
sis of Psalm 110 He summarily si- 
lenced the Pharisees (Matthew 22:41- 
46). Christ’s cry of deepest anguish 
from the cross was the opening verse 
of the “Good Friday Psalm” (Psalm 
22). The apostles preached Christ’s 
resurrection as the fulfillment of what 
was promised in the “Easter Psalm.” 
(Psalm 16) 

The New Testament quotes more 
often from the Psalter than from any 
other Old Testament book. Martin Lu- 
ther’s “tower experience,” his discov- 
ery that the sinner is justified by faith 
alone, came while he was studying and 
meditating on the Psalms for his Bible 
course at the university. Psalms are 
employed in rich profusion in private 
and public worship, for they foster 
Christian faith and renew the joy of 
salvation. The church has found bless- 
ing in following the apostle’s exhorta- 
tion: “Let the Word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 

Christians should gratefully recog- 
nize that the Psalms come from the 
Hebrew people, God’s ancient race, of 
whom Christ was born. It is significant 
that prayers written centuries before 
His appearing have continued to be 
used throughout Christendom in_ all 
ages. "The Psalms have had a longer 


(197) 


and more distinguished history than 
any other prayers. Even liberal and 
negative 20th-century scholars have 
praised their insights, timeliness, and 
usefulness among all people. 

The Jews still use the Psalms in syna- 
gog and home worship. Other non- 
Christians use them on occasion. Hu- 
manity’s oldest prayers still have spe- 
cial appeal for modern, urbanized peo- 
ple. Expressions from the Psalter have 
become embedded in the history and 
institutions of Western civilization. 
Great universities, royal families, gov- 
ernments, and denominational groups 
emblazon psalm passages on shields and 
coats-of-arms. The Psalms in Human 
Life by Roland Edmund Prothero tells 
many a fascinating story of the impress 
of these 150 gems of Hebrew poetry on 
life and civilization. 


Point to Christ 


However, only the believer in Jesus 
Christ can understand the deepest 
meaning of these prayers. And he alone 
can truly pray these words. Wicked 
people, unbelievers, or those who are 
Christian in name only — much as they 
may appreciate the beauty of the 
Psalms — do not reach or use the sav- 
ing truths of the Psalter. 

Ancient church fathers and Reforma- 
tion leaders found in these sacred poems 
many foreshadowings and prophecies 
of Christ. Many modern Bible inter- 
preters emphasize merely the original 
and primary meaning of the Psalms in 
their historical setting. We cannot stop 
there, however. The content and pur- 
pose of numerous psalms is definitely 
Messianic. The New Testament applies 
them definitely to Christ’s person and 
work. “Psalm 22 (and others) gives 
expression to this aspect of Messianic 
truth. For the features of this psalm far 
transcend the actual experiences of Da- 
vid.” (Exposition of the Psalms by Dr. 
H. C. Leupold) 

Christ Himself taught that the 
Psalms point to Him — “all things must 
be fulfilled, which were written in the 
Law of Moses and in the Prophets and 
in the Psalms concerning Me” (Luke 
24:44). Believers find that these in- 
spired prayers strengthen faith in Christ 
and lead to blessed communion with 
Him. 

Here is divine power to lift one’s 
mind and spirit in His name. Those 
who read and use the Psalms daily 
know the secret of strength and joy in 
Jesus Christ. “Oh, taste and see that 
the Lord is good; blessed is the man that 
trusteth in Him.” (Psalm 34:8) 


€ruths 


Goo 


gians saying about God? 
This is an important 
question. For surely God ought to be 
the subject of our theological conver- 
sations. And we Christians can and 
should talk about God, even though all 
the discussion in the world will never 
exhaust the subject. 

But is it not perhaps presumptuous 
to talk about God —as if we could 
ever say the last word? It is true, of 
course, that no man has ever seen God; 
no one can penetrate His inner nature 
and probe His essence or purposes. 
God dwells “in the light which no man 
can approach unto.” (1 Timothy 6:16) 

But God has revealed Himself to us 
through His Word and through His 
Son so that we can know Him, talk to 
Him, and speak about Him. When on 
the basis of His self-disclosure we 
speak about God, our discourse is fac- 
tual, it expresses and conveys knowl- 
edge, and it is true. 

One might suppose at first blush that 
the answer to our original question is 
easy. Though there are misunderstand- 
ings and controversies on many issues, 
surely all Christian theologians will 
agree on who God is and what He is 
like. Unfortunately, however, there 
seems to be as much confusion today 
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hrundameneal 


about 


\ on Lah point % 
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is on any other. When 
some en inent theologians talk about 
God, they ‘demonstrate clearly and even 
pathetically that with all their reflec- 
tion and searching they have not found 
the living, Triune God of Scripture but 
only a ghostly image. 

Modern theologians tend to under- 
mine two fundamental truths about 
God: (1) that He is personal and liv- 
ing, (2) that He is triune. 


God Is Personal 


Our God is an active, living, and 
personal Lord. This comforting truth 
is evident on every page of Holy Writ. 
God has created us in His own image 
(Genesis 1:27). He takes up the cause 
of His children and helps them like 
a father (Isaiah 63:9). He is vitally 
and personally concerned with every 
one of us, more than any mother with 
her children (Isaiah 49:15). He has 
appeared to men and spoken to them 
of His mercy and love. 

Touched by our infirmities and sins, 
God at great cost has provided a way 
of escape and salvation for us in His 
Son Jesus (Hebrews 4:14-16). God 
has told us to pray to Him and has 
promised to hear and answer us. He is 
never far from us but always nigh to 
all that call on Him. 
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PA 

All this we mean when we : 
God is personal. 

Do modern theologians questi 
fundamental truth? Not ver 
Even theologians we have critia 
previous articles strongly maint: 
God is a living, personal Go 
wills, thinks, loves, speaks, and | 

There are some notable exc 
however. One is the well-know 
beloved theologian, musician, ar 
ical missionary, Dr. Albert Schy 
This famous benefactor and th 
does not believe in a personal 
whom one can turn for forgive: 
any other direct comfort. He d 
believe in an_ existent, 


a God is an abstraction to him. | 

To Schweitzer “God” is “| 
and “Being” is everything t 
Schweitzer finds his “God” by id 
ing himself with all that lives; 
mals, plants, and people — and! 
the only way to meet “God,” he: 

For this humanitarian doctor, v, 
is “reverence for life,” and pray@ 
identify oneself with the mys 
primal force behind life. Pray 
says, is “the inner fusing with th: 
of this world — one can call iti 
or ‘law.’” To Schweitzer there: 
God who hears or answers pt 
And this is the giveaway. Lear 
a man prays, and you will learnt 
about his God. 

Schweitzer is more _ interest 
ethics than in God. Though mani 
justly praised his remarkable | 
self-denial; his god is not the 
God, who has revealed Hims 
Christ, but a shadowy image 
own fancy. 


God Is Triune 


Fundamental to our Christiar 
is the doctrine of the Trinity. 
we talk about the Triune God, 
not mean merely that God has re 
Himself as triune. God is 1 
three Persons in one Godhead 
minds cannot grasp this mystery 
Trinity. Reason cannot explé 
Words cannot adequately expr 
This unsearchable mystery never 
is the truth concerning Himself 
God clearly sets before us in.Sct 

The oneness of God is s 
throughout Scripture (see Deuter 
6:4). No less emphatically does 
ture declare that the Father i 
(John 13:3), that the “fullness 
Godhead” dwells in the Son ( 
sians 2:9), and that the Holy S 
God (Acts 5:4). Each Person 
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dividual subject. 

hen Jesus, as He often does, speaks 
s Father in prayer or about the 
r to His disciples, when Jesus 
eis about the Holy Spirit, the Com- 
‘(M, whom the Father will send in 
wjRame, it is not like a person talk- 
oO himself or about himself, but 


al) 
iy 
t Oh 


|tiousness, speaking to and about 
‘\\aer Person. 

i y tampering with the doctrine of 
wftinity is a horrible distortion and 
ial of the true God. Yet some 
ull tn theologians appear to have out- 
this doctrine — or at least they 
ilypassing it! Not that they reject the 
It is an old and venerable term, 
they want to retain it. But they 


ite | 


alifornia. The belief that God is 
Persons in one Substance he 


ght in those terms for a long time.” 


nother well-known theologian, Un- 


ily tells us that the terms Father 
Son are to be used merely to ex- 


” 


“revealedness.” To say that the Father 
nas begotten the Son, he feels, is a mis- 
understanding. And to him the Holy 
Spirit is merely the activity of God. 

Many modern theologians are not so 
blunt in their rejection of the Triune 
God. What is disturbing, however, is 
how blandly they ignore this funda- 
mental doctrine. And when a person 
scarcely talks about something, it often 
indicates that he does not think much 
about it. 

We find such an indication in the 
“New Statement of Faith,” adopted in 
1959 by the United Church of Christ, 
a merger of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church and the Congregational 
Christian Churches. Here not indi- 
vidual theologians but an entire denom- 
ination is involved. The statement, 
about the same length as the Nicene 
Creed, refers to “Jesus Christ, the man 
of Nazareth,” but makes no mention 
of His being the only-begotten Son: of 
God. And nothing is said about the 
divine Person of the Holy Spirit, al- 
though the statement says much con- 
cerning His work. 

It is significant that the noted theolo- 
gians Reinhold and H. Richard Nie- 
buhr are members of this church body, 
and neither one has ever expressed his 


Richard Niebuhr does not believe 
that the term “Trinity” speaks of God 
as He really is. It is rather a term 
which expresses the various emphases 
in the church, the emphasis on a Crea- 
tor God, a loving Redeemer God, and 
a God who comes to us in fellowship. 
But this is not what the church has 
meant by the Trinity, nor what the an- 
cient Creeds state, nor what the Bible 
teaches. 

Why this modern rejection of, or at 
least embarrassment over, the doctrine 
of the Trinity? The answer has always 
been the same. Proud reason presumes 
to sit in judgment of God and dares to 
make Him over and dictate what He 
must be and do. 

Far better and wiser to stand in awe 
and humility before the majestic Triune 
God and to exclaim with Paul: “Oh, 
the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God! How un- 
searchable are His judgments and His 
ways past finding out! For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, or who 
hath been His counselor? Or who hath 
first given to Him, and it shall be 
recompensed unto him again? :For of 
Him and through Him and to Him are 
all things; to whom be glory forever. 


’ God’s transcendence and His 


Mat Are You For? 


HABOUT TWO OF EVERY THREE LETTERS addressed to 
|) WITNESS are against something. Mostly they op- 
{ Communism, the Roman Catholic Church, and the 
ised Standard Version of the Bible. 
‘Endless and compelling, to be sure, is the need to 
1ess against sin and error. The Lord is against them 
do evil. His prophets testified against a faithless 
ple. Jesus uttered “woes” against hypocrites and de- 
ers. Paul rose up against sinful trends, customs, 
tices. Evil must not go unrebuked and unrestrained! 
But the God who loathes evil also loves. God is 
he. He loves so intensely that He gives His Son for 
| ’s salvation. He yearns to bless His children. God 
for us and will have all men tobe saved. 
Since God is for us, we should be for Him, for His 
ng Gospel, for His kingdom on earth. We are to be 
ve in positive Christian witness and service. 
Communism must be vigorously opposed. (Future 
INESS issues will bring a series of articles on this sub- 
.) It is, however, not enough to be against Commun- 
Christians need to outstrive Communists all over 
world — with men, books, and tracts; with the means 
build churches, schools, colleges, and hospitals. Such 
rogram calls for sacrifice and sweat. Unprecedented 
sionary drive and follow-through! Are you for it? 
‘The Church of Rome teaches error and wields or- 
ized power, as seen in the Federal-aid-to-education 
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faith in God as essentially triune. 


Amen.” (Romans 11:33-36) 


EDITORIAL 


issue. Yet mere anti-Roman Catholicism avails little. 
God’s truth must be published with passion. God's free 
grace in Christ must be reflected in outlook, speech, and 
conduct that make the true doctrine come alive. If first- 
century Christians could by “see how they love” over- 
come brutal foes, Christians today can win over errorists 
by an irresistible witness to the Gospel. Are you for it? 
The Revised Standard Version has its shortcomings, 
just as The New English Bible: Néw Testament has its 
limitations. When a conservative New Testament scholar 
of the caliber of Martin H. Franzmann writes a new 
book (Follow Me) and uses the RSV throughout, isn’t it 
apparent that the RSV is a generally acceptable transla- 
tion of the best Bible manuscripts at hand? In this late 
twilight hour, when mass destruction is always only sec- 
onds away, why eat up the clock by attacking a Bible 
version and assaulting the integrity of those who will not 
condemn it? Read your Bible. Study the version you 
prefer. Ponder its message., Live it. Help spread it. 
All about you in this fast-shrinking world are people 
who need tangible evidence of Christian faith and love. 
Souls are misled, lost, dying in their sins. Bodies are 
sick, starving, shivering. Minds are harassed, bewildered, 
torn with doubt. God will do His part to confound en- 
emies and errorists responsible for evil. He needs you 
to proclaim — in word and especially in deed — the mes- 
sage of His redeeming love in Christ. 
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If Christ was in His grave 
? from Friday afternoon to 
= Sunday morning, how do 
we account for the third 
night mentioned in Matt. 


12:40? 


To discuss this difficulty in detail 
would require a lengthy article, but 
a simple explanation, fully Scriptural, 
is this: Christ did not intend to imply 
that He would be in the grave a full 
72 hours. 

Here are a few facts in favor of this 
interpretation: 1. In the Jewish idiom 
it was not unusual to mention day and 
night together even when referring only 
to a part of the day. One clear in- 
stance of this is found 1 Sam. 30:12, 13, 
where it is stated that an Egyptian 
“had eaten no bread nor drunk any 
water three days and three nights.” 
The Egyptian then told David that he 
had fallen sick “three days ago”; in 
other words, he had eaten nothing that 


’ What does the apostle Peter 
mean when he states (2 Pe- 
e ter 3:15, 16) that the let- 
ters of Paul are hard to un- 
derstand and that the ig- 
norant and unstable twist 
them to their own destruc- 

tion? 


Peter states that some things in Paul’s 
epistles are hard to understand. 

Bible readers will readily agree that 
some sections of the epistles of St. Paul 
are difficult (but not impossible) to 
understand. We could, for example, 
refer to Rom. 8:18-25, 2 Corinthians 4 
and 10, and others. 

A careful study of Peter’s statement, 
however, shows that he is referring to 
some particular things in St. Paul’s let- 
ters, things concerning the end of the 
world and the return of Christ for 
judgment. In this area there are indeed 
difficult statements, on which it is hard 


day nor the two previous days. This 
would mean three days but only two 
nights. (See Esther 4:16—5:1.) 

2. The enemies of Jesus who had 
brought about His crucifixion indicated 
that they did not understand the three 
days and three nights literally. For 
they asked Pilate (Matt. 27:63, 64) to 
have the sepulcher guarded until the 
third day. Their request leaves the third 
night out of consideration. 

3. Christ as well as the evangelists 
and apostles expressed the length of 
His stay in the tomb in a variety of 
ways, such as: after three days (Mark 
8:31); within three days (Mark 14: 
58); in three days (Matt. 26:61; John 
2:19, 20); the third day. (1 Cor. 15:4) 

All this should suffice to show that, 
as our theologians have ever held, the 
three days and three nights are a He- 
brew expression which is not to be 
understood literally but rather indicates 
that the resurrection of Jesus was to 
occur and did occur on the third day. 


to come to a clear understanding. 
(1 Cor. 15:20-28, 35-49; 1 Thess. 2:13- 
l/ee a MeSSee2e l= 12) 

A similar problem confronted the 
Old Testament prophets, who them- 
selves “inquired and searched diligently 

. what or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify when It testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory that 
should follow.” (1 Peter 1:10, 11) 

These statements of St. Paul concern- 
ing the end of this world and the new 
world Christ will establish after His 
coming to judgment, unlearned and 
unstable people twist to their own de- 
struction. Peter does not imply that 
the writings of St. Paul twist his read- 
ers. He states rather that ignorant and 
unstable readers twist and misconstrue 
Paul’s statements to support their own 
false teachings — especially the mil- 
lennialists, who teach a thousand-year 
rule of Christ on earth. 
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’ What is the mean 
Christ’s statement ti 
@ eagles gather abov) 
casses? (Matt. 24:28 


17:37) : 
| 


This proverbial expression oa 
the Old Testament (Job 39:30) 
1:8). In the Matthew passage¢ 
uses it in connection with the im 
destruction of Jerusalem, whia¢ 
place A. D. 70, though He imm9 
continues with the description |} 
last times (verses 29-41). In th} 
text He appears to refer more 
to His second coming and th} 
Judgment. (Luke 17:24) 

In both cases the meaning }| 
same — when wickedness has 1 
its climax, when morally and spn 
corrupt men have filled their 
of sin to overflowing, they are uJ 
the judgment of God, which w 
scend as surely and suddenly aq 
cious vultures descend to devour 
ing carcasses. 


? Why do we call thes 
ings performed by 
@ “miracles” but do ni 


ply this term to the: 
accomplished by dc 


When we speak of miracle 
mean the performance of deeds : 
are beyond human power, unde: 
ing, or explanation. The word 1 
properly means a deed which fil 
with amazement and wonder. 
minds cannot grasp how it could 
been accomplished. With God 
are no miracles. Amazing as His 
are to us, to Him who has all 
they are perfectly normal. Thus 
Jesus healed the palsied man in ‘ 
naum by a mere word, the peopl 
veled and glorified God, who had 
such power unto men (Matt. 9:8) 
when physicians heal and surgec 
store health through surgery, th 
merely using means, knowledgs 
skills given them by the goodne 
power of God. His blessing is 
sary if their cures are to be effec! 

When we apply the word mire 
a particularly outstanding cure ot 
ation, we do so to indicate th 
considered a cure highly improbz 
not impossible. Also in such “mi: 
we must give the credit to wk 
rightly belongs — to our he 
Father, with whom nothing is 


sible. Otto E. § 
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A Plan Exclusively for Lutherans 


. completed 


‘Lutheran Brotherhood Building . . 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


1956.. 


in 


$10,000 of 
family security for 
only 50¢ a day 


through the Brotherhood Provider 
Life Insurance Plan 


Because you're a-Lutheran 


you are eligible to own this outstanding 
msurance plan at a remarkably 
favorable rate. 


Savings plus Protection 


The Lutheran Brotherhood Provider Life Insurar 
Plan (sold only to Lutherans by Lutherans) offers mu 
more than insurance protection. The plan is designed 
your needs today and for your desires tomorrow. 


From the start, the Provider Plan protects ye 
family with $10,000 of permanent, dividend-build: 
life insurance. But in addition, the Provider Plan wo 
like a savings account for you. At any time, you ¢ 
borrow up to the full cash value of your policy and 
have its complete insurance protection. 

These features alone make this Provider Plar 


remarkably sound investment. But see the additio 
values it offers. 


Money For Retirement 


you no longer need the insurance protection of the 
n when you retire from work, you may cash in the 
ire policy. And the sum will be sizeable. For example, 
you started the plan at age 25, let your dividends 
ain, and retired at 65, you’d realize a return of 
67* for every $1.00 you invested —for a total of 
2,059 in cash. 


Should you die at 65, your family would get $16,000* 
ore than double your investment of only $7,208. 


Income For Your Family 


r just 12¢ more a day you also may have this Family 
tection Benefit: if you die within the first 20 years, 
r family receives $10,000 in cash plus $100 monthly 
ome for the remainder of the 20 year period. And 
ether you choose this extra benefit or not, if you are 
ally and permanently disabled before age 60, Lutheran 
otherhood will pay all your premiums, without limit. 


Start All This Now 
join the thousands of Lutherans who find security 
d peace of mind in the bond of Lutheran Brotherhood, 
ll your Lutheran Brotherhood representative for full 


tails about this popular Brotherhood Provider In- 


rance Plan. Or mail us the coupon on the next page. 


Here is your low daily investment 
for a $10,000 Brotherhood Provider 
Plan at these ages: 


REI 2U Mie eal 6. ch heme Oe 
Neg Sei bey iaie a nas oy, Panera ce 
Pers OG mth ie. ser an OLE 
erties Ate al oles SeimeeRrn ys Mate rk e113 
eA wee wie ec aan ge ee OUC 


* Based on age 25 and on current dividend rate, 
which is not guaranteed. 


When you provide security for your family through 
Lutheran Brotherhood Life Insurance, you also help 
support the entire Lutheran community through a 
program of benevolences. Nearly 234 million dollars 
have been contributed to the program since 1948. Last 


Facts about 
Lutheran Brotherhood 


year’s budgeted benevolences typify this support: e Over 11 billion dollars’ worth of 
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS a... beer er ameemnr esr $ 63,900 insurance in force. 

PR OULTY FELUGWSHIPS..0.+) ee ere 25,000 

BO ESCOUTG en eb ieo air in. ae nee ee ey 18,527 : 

WOCAIS BRANCHES. 5 fest adic. ort eee wees 100,000 e More than 385,000 policyholders. 
PINETARTS FESTIVAL, tee. y cages. Sone ee te 18,076 

BUHERAN CENTERs. 130. 0 eee ae ee 60,732 ; 

WIDST TO. CHURCHES cate bis ul eee eet or, 68,500 e Total assets: $193,000,000. 

MARTIAN LUTHER LIBRARY suui. eet na mines mete 20,455 

THE LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD BOND................ 54,000 e Ranks in size in the upper 10% of all 
NOCAL CHARIMIES CH Metin: chem ee eee 5,510 : a 
AID @COsCOUCEGESS. te hdc Nae eee BE ae 31,500 stock companies and fraternal societies 
LUTHERANSLITERAT U REM 12m, Were mey te teee terme an os 30,000 : 
NURSES|GUILD Sgrreiele: (cs, 01 ena aiid en. 6,200 in the field. 

INSTITUTES, SEMINARS, SYMPOSIA.............2...... 15,000 


TOTAL $517,400 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


A legal reserve LIFE INSURANCE society @ 701 Second Avenue South, Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 


“When you know you must provide’ 


This magnificent portraya' 


‘ a Le i - eae Martin Luther, and the ple 
9 208) a . and events in his life, expres 
Bi < ~~ Sie our feeling of brotherhood w 
TTP cere all Lutherans. Masterfully r 
pe ox. dered by the well-known art 

ge bre Conrad Pickel, it forms an en 


wall of the Martin Luther Libr 
in the Lutheran Brotherhc 
Building. . 

We offer, as a gift to you 
color reproduction (18” x 24” 
the window suitable for fram 
and display in home or classro 
No obligation, of course. Just r 
the coupon below now. 


POOP meee eee cores eee eee cee eee eeero een ee eee reeesivececeseccececeeececececececeeee 
Maal now for the full story about security for your Family. 
LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD -e 701 Second Avenue South, Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 


Please furnish: 
oh 


__| information about Brotherhood Provider Life Insurance. 


__| free reproduction of the Martin Luther window. 
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HE PROBLEM: My husband thinks 
himself, and I must admit that he 
onest, informed, and right most of 
time. He is inclined to be hyper- 
tical and push his points. He is a 
mber of our church council, also of 
town council. At meetings he often 
is loose and pounces on people. His 

utation for “telling others off” em- 
rasses me. I have the feeling that 
ple endure him. We no longer have 
ends. How can 1 help him? 


TOWARD SOLUTION: Being “always 
ht” is never a virtue if love is lack- 
. Try to learn why your husband 
ces his opinions on others. Is he 
empting to compensate for a defi- 
ney in. some area of his personality? 
may be attempting to overcome in- 
ior feelings by demonstrating his su- 
rior knowledge and argumentative 
ilities. 

Do you dominate your husband in 
y way? Are you a more capable per- 
n than he is? Is he frustrated in his 
? Husbands who are “bottled up” 
‘home or at work often “pop off” in 
iblic. Perhaps he does not realize the 
riousness of the situation that has de- 
loped by his “know it all” attitude. 


lusband, Seesnd Wike, Ane Beth Worried. 


THE PROBLEM: J have a relative who 
as divorced because he had commit- 
41 adultery. Since then he has remar- 
od, but he and his second wife are 
th worried about the _ situation. 
they go to their pastor and confess 
eir sin, truly repent, and promise to 
faithful to each other and to God, 
..you think that God will forgive 
em? 


IN ANSWER: The first matter to get 
aight is that people sin in many ways. 
jultery is only one way. But God has 
omised that He will pardon the sins 
all who repent and in faith accept 
> merits of Christ. God will forgive 
ultery, a broken marriage, and the 
ong that may have been involved in 
remarriage. God has promised, “If 
- confess our sins, He is faithful and 
t, and will forgive our sins and 
anse us from all unrighteousness.” 
John 1:9 RSV) 

Though it is not necessary to confess 
sin to a pastor, such confession is 
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Husband “Tebhs Othou OFF” 


On the other hand, he could be very 
unhappy about it. 

Enlist the aid of your pastor in di- 
recting your husband to activities in 
which he can relate to people in a more 
stable manner. Assure him of your 
love. Then tell him in a kind and gen- 
tle way that his behavior does not give 
a good Christian witness, that you want 
to understand his problem and help him 
overcome it. 

Encourage him to talk about his in- 
ner feelings, problems, and needs. His 
present behavior may be rooted in 
childhood experience, parental example, 
or some deep hurt. If he understands 
his weakness, tries to overcome it, and 
asks. for your prayers and help, real 
progress has been made. 

If such efforts do not help your hus- 
band, he should be encouraged to un- 
dergo a physical examination or to 
discuss his problem with a profession- 
ally trained counselor. As a loving 
Christian wife you have a responsibil- 
ity to him, to yourself, and to the 
church of which you are members. 
May God bless your service to your 
husband that he may be built up in his 
faith in Christ and his love for his 
neighbor. 


salutary. Confession to a pastor and 
the absolution he speaks in Christ’s 
name afford the believer an opportunity 
to unburden his soul and to receive the 
assurance of forgiveness which is “as 
valid and certain, in heaven also, as if 
Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us 
Himself.” 

It would also be well for the divorced 
husband to seek the forgiveness of his 
former wife. Knowing that he has been 
forgiven by her as well as by God will 
help ease the worry about the situation 
and contribute much to his peace of 
mind. 

In his new marriage he has the re- 
sponsibility of faithfulness to his pres- 
ent spouse. Both he and his second 
wife should seek guidance and strength 
from God, live by God’s forgiving 
grace, and in Christian love and service 
witness to each other, to the church, 
and to the community. In this way they 
may “redeem” the situation and prove 
that their marriage is a Christian mar- 
riage. WALTHER MARCIS 
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FAMILY 
COUNCIL 


NOTE: The Family Council is prepared | 
by Synod’s Family Life Committee, which | 
welcomes suggestions for subjects to be. 
treated in future articles. Write: The Family 
Life Committee, 210 N. Broadway, Saint 
Louis 2, Mo. I 


YOUNG PEOPLE TO STUDY, TEACH, WORK 


IN WALTHER LEAGUE 


Launching a new project in its pro- 
gram for young people, the Walther 
League this summer will place three 
work camps into operation. 

Each of the camps will enable lea- 
guers to donate physical labor. The 
young people will paint ceilings, repair 
walls, wash woodwork, pound nails, 
and dig gardens. 

Work campers will teach vacation 
Bible schools, study the Bible, and 
consider the mission challenge facing 
the church in their respective areas. 

Sites of the work camps, chosen in 
co-operation with Synod’s Home Mis- 
sion Board and local pastors and con- 
gregations, are: Vancouver, B. C., Can., 
Aug. 12—26; Chicago, Ill., June 24 to 
July 14; Baltimore, Md., July 8—28. 

Each camp will have 20 workers. 
Only two from the same congregation 
will be accepted for the same camp. 

Work camps are open to young peo- 
ple between the ages of 16 and 24. 
Each applicant must be able to pay his 
or her own round-trip transportation 
costs and a fee for basic costs — $30 
in the three-week camps and $20 for 
the two-week camps. 

Other camp expenses are borne by 
the Inasmuch Fund to be gathered by 
Walther Leaguers during 1961—62. 

The camp in Vancouver is part of 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Vancouver Chinatown. Under the 
leadership of Pastor Paul F. Wildgrube 
a flourishing mission in this community 
of 9,000 Chinese’ is now in operation. 

Work campers will be in the middle 
of Chicago’s fast-changing West Side, 
specifically with Ebenezer and First 
Immanuel Congregations. Here camp- 
ers will be able to fight the blight which 
has overtaken community and church 
‘property alike. 


WORK CAMPS 


Lutheran Hospital of Maryland is 
the third work camp setting. Young 
people in this camp will repaint per- 
sonnel quarters and take part in other 
areas of hospital work. 

It is hoped that the three pilot work 
camps will set the pattern for more 
camps next summer. Camps will also 
be established overseas. 

Information on work camps may be 
obtained by writing to the Walther 
League, 875 N. Dearborn, Chicago 10, 
Til. 


Witnesses Demonstrations 
Against Nuclear Subs 


Commander Robert G. Blakely, 
member of Luther Memorial Church, 
Blackwood, N. J., witnessed recent 
demonstrations by some Britons against 
nuclear submarines at Holy Loch, Scot- 
land. 

The Patrick Henry, first nuclear sub 
to reach Holy Loch after a world-rec- 
ord operational cruise of 66 days and 
22 hours totally submerged, had tied 
up to the Proteus, tender for Polaris 
missile ships. 

Scottish people, according to Com- 
mander “Bob,” welcomed the Ameri- 
cans and “tried to make up” for the 
impression given by the demonstrators. 

Blakely has frequently acted as lay 
leader for Sunday services, reports Rev. 
Lambert Brose of Synod’s Armed Serv- 
ices Commission, and he conducted 
Lenten services on board the Proteus 
en route to Scotland. 

Before the Holy Loch voyage he had 
visited the Commission’s Washington 
office to discuss studying for the min- 
istry at the Springfield seminary after 
his retirement this June. 


sie 


Dr. Ressmeyer, “Witn 
Contributor, Dies 


“Life’s greatest experience for’ 
wrote Dr. Rudolph S. Ressmeyer 
WITNEss column, “will be when ij 
home to be with God.” . 

The experience was not long in) 
ing, for 15 weeks after his Decg 
1960, “Very Personal” columnq 
peared, Dr. Ressmeyer died. 

“When death comes to me,” he 
“the battle will be over, the vi 
won, the cross laid down, the cq 
received, the Home reached.” 


This was a ‘‘very per- 


sonal’’ way of devel- 
oping his subject, 
“Death and I.” This 
was the way Dr. Ress- 
meyer thought and 
lived, ministered and 


preached. To him the 
Christian faith was 
a deeply personal re- 
ality, and from that 
depth he spoke and 
served. 

Ressmeyer the sinner saved by 
grace of Christ shone through whe 
said. Ressmeyer the ambassador of C 
commanded attention and moved to C 
tian action. Ressmeyer the servan 
Christ followed his Lord and in follo 
led others to Him. 


Dr. Ressme 


Pastor Ressmeyer’s first charge 
Redeemer Church, Orange, N. J. 
1921 he began a 35-year paste 
at Emmanuel, Baltimore, which 
richly blessed. 

He held important offices in the | 
lish and Southeastern Districts. 
was a member of Synod’s Emerg 
Planning Council, the Board of |] 
tors of Concordia Collegiate Insti 
Bronxville, N. Y. (his alma ma 
and the National Advisory Boar 
Valparaiso (Ind.) University. 

Dr. Ressmeyer was a contribute 
the WITNEss and to devotional and 
monic literature of the church. 

Since his retirement in 1956 he 
worked with Synod’s Evangelism 
partment, conducting PTR missio1 
the U.S. and Canada. 

His wife, the former Clara Pi 
died in 1959. Four children sur 
Rev. Henry F. Ressmeyer, Malv 
N. Y.; Rev. Rudolph P. F. Ressm 
Seaford, L.I., N. Y.; Mrs. Georgs 


Commander R. G. Blakely conducts Lenten reading services aboard the U.S.S. 
Proteus, tender for Polaris missile ships, en route to Holy Loch, Scotland. 
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Nutzel, Baltimore; and Mrs. Georg 
Hoyer, St. Louis. 
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Ordinations and Installations 
CANDIDATES 


ixdained and Installed: 


pler, Richard, as asst. professor, Valparaiso 
iversity, in Faith, Valparaiso, Ind., by 
alter M. Heyne, Jan. 15. 
me, Paul, as asst. professor, Valparaiso 
versity, in Faith, Valparaiso, Ind., by 
alter M. Heyne, Jan. 15. 


Stalled: aig te 

jn, Kenneth H., Holy Cross, Bordentown, 
% J., by Martin J. Hasz, March 12. 

ke, Lee A., as missionary, Greenfield Mis- 
on, Indianapolis, Ind., by L. G. Leonard, 
arch 19. 

rman, Clarence E., Trinity, Morris Plains, 
.J., by Walter A. Reuning, March 12. 

se, Donley D., St. Peter, Wymore, Nebr., 
y John Knippenberg, March 19. 

gert, Herman E., St. Peter, Bowie, and 
rinity, Bridgeport, Tex., by H. R. Frerking, 
arch 26. 

oer, Roland W., Grace, Crescent City, Calif., 
Donald Claasen, March 19. 

p, Frederick E., as assoc. pastor, St. Paul, 
apoleon, Ohio, by L. J. Rausch, March 5. 
pechle, Harold F., Hope, Fort Worth, Tex., 
Wesley J. Kuhn, March 19. 

nhardt, Marvin H., Mount Calvary, New 
tleans, La., by Miles S. Gebauer, Jan. 29. 
er, Walter A., Jr., Hope, Milwaukee, Wis., 
Victor M. Selle, Jan. 22. 

yer, Walter H., Jr., Our Redeemer, Dallas, 
ex., by Marxen Dommer, March 19. 

ssow, Howard E., St. Paul, Woodland, Calif., 
y Erwin H. Holsten, Jan. 29. 

gedin, Andrew, Sr., Trinity, Fedor, Tex., 
y Paul Stengel, Jr., March 19. 

ndling, Erwin L., (add’l charge) Trinity, 
uring, Wis., by J. R. Westphal, March 21. 


installed: PEPCHERS 
ertling, Leonard, Trinity, Nashville, Ill, by 
Xrnold Wagner, Jan. 22. 

be, Cand. Donald, St. John, Covina, Calif., 
yy R. A. Schinnerer, March 12, 

n Fange, Theo. R., Carver County Lutheran 
ligh School, in Zion, Cologne, Minn., by 
ohn E. Melchert, March 19. 

ndt, Elmer W., Trinity, Indianapolis, Ind., 
yy Walter C. Maas, Sept. 18, 1960. 

t, Melvin A., Trinity, Mount Clemens, 
flich., by Wilfred J. Junke, Feb. 5. 


Official Notice 


‘he Board for Higher Education has desig- 
ed Arthur M. Ahlschwede as Acting Exec- 
ve Secretary. 

feanwhile Dr. Walter F. Wolbrecht, now 
scutive Secretary of Synod’s Board of Di- 
tors, will serve and represent the Board 
Higher Education in a consultative capac- 
until his permanent successor as Execu- 
e Secretary is chosen and qualified. — H. G. 
EINER, Chairman, Board for Higher Educa- 
ig 


Nominations for Associate 
rofessorships, Concordia Teachers 
College, River Forest, Ill. 


Social Science 
». Paul G. Hansen, M.A., Denver, Colo., 
yy Concordia, Kirkwood, Mo. 
yf. Wilbert H. Rosin, B.D., Ph. D., Concor- 
lia, Mo.: Trinity, Alma, Mo.; Board of Con- 
rol, Concordia Teachers College, River For- 
Ener Norman J. Schmaltz, M. A., Wood- 
urn, Ind.: St. Peter’s, East Detroit, Mich.; 
sethany, Detroit 
rf. Winfred G. Steglich, Ph. D., Lubbock, 
‘ex.: Holy Trinity, Macon, Ga. ; 
¢. Prof. Victor B. Streufert, M.A., River 
‘orest: Messiah, Santa Cruz, Calif.; Board 
f Control, Concordia Teachers College, 
tiver Forest 


Natural Science and Mathematics 
f. William M. Bloom, Ph. Ds Valparaiso, 
nd.: Board of Control, Concordia Teachers 


‘ollege, River Forest ; 
Riicior Carl W. Bollwinkel, M. S.° River 
‘orest: Grace, St. Louis, Mo. 


y 2, 1961 


Prof. Roland A. Dede, B.D., Ph.D., Oakland, 
Calif.: Messiah, Santa Cruz, Calif.; Board 
of Control, Concordia Teachers College, 
River Forest. 


Any correspondence regarding these nomi- 
nees should be in the hands of Pres. M. L. 
Koehneke, Concordia Teachers College, River 
Forest, Ill., within 30 days of publication of 
this notice. The election will be held, God 
willing, on June 3, 1961.— Water H. Harr- 
kKopr, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Colloquy 


According to the regulations of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod and by au- 
thorization of the faculty of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., Orval D. Steinke, 
M.A., La Grange, Ill., has been examined by 
a committee of the faculty and has given 
satisfactory evidence of his spiritual maturity, 
doctrinal knowledge, and understanding of 
Christian education and church practice. He 
is herewith declared eligible for a divine call 
into the teaching ministry of the church, — 
M. L. KorHNeEKeE, President, Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill. 


Housing for Recessed Convention 
of Synodical Conference 


Please address all requests for housing dur- 
ing the recessed convention of the Synodical 
Conference May 17—19, 1961, to: CoNvENTION 
Hovusine, Wisconsin Lutheran High School, 
330 N. Glenview Ave., Milwaukee 13, Wis. 

The convention will begin May 17 at 9 A.M. 
with a service in the auditorium of Wiscon- 
sin Lutheran High School. Dr. Paul Rafaj 
will preach. Opportunity for an open hearing 
with the floor committee on doctrinal matters 
will be given Tuesday evening, May 16. — 
HERBERT J. A. Bouman, Secretary. 


Notice 


The Seminar on Problems of . Larger 
Churches will be held May 23 and 24 at the 
Executive Inn, 29900 Van Dyke Ave., Detroit, 
Mich. For additional information write: Rev. 
V. FREDERICK HawLsotH, Jr., Grace Lutheran 
Church, 25630 Grand River Ave., Detroit 40, 
Mich. 


Available 


Fifty Evangelical Lutheran Hymnbooks 
(abridged edition, 1927). Write: Rev. Nor- 
BERT HEINS, 4611 Philomath Road, Corvallis, 
Oreg. 

White altar cloth, 93x25. Write: Mrs. 
Harry SHupp, 419 Montgomery Ave., West 
Pittston, Pa. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Burandt, Henry A., 6432 Woodland Dr., 
Dallas 25, Tex. é 

Eifert, Walter T., 404 Village Dr., Lee’s 
Summit. Mo. 

Goehring, Irwin D., 711 N. Fowler St., 
Bishop, Calif. 

Hamilton, Wendell R., Box 391, Lake Park, 
Iowa 

Hasz, Richard E., Jonesville, Ind. 

Huber, Roland W., 188 E. Cooper, Crescent 
City, Calif. : 

Lauterbach, W. Eugene, 22844 Liscomb, 
East Detroit, Mich. 

Lieske, H. William, 817 Andrews Ave., 
Metairie, La. ; 

Ludwig, Leslie, 6652 S. Hill Way, Littleton, 
Colo. ; 

Mohrmann, John N. (em.), 4 Pepperidge 
Tree Rd., Watertown, Conn. : 

Mundinger, George W., 5317 Buena Vista 
Dr., Kansas City 3, Kans. 

Rehwinkel, Eugene A., 910 Werner St., 
Watertown, Wis. 

Reichert, Charles A., 1308 Glenwood, Aus- 
tin 2, ‘Tex. 


Russow, Howard E., 611 Walnut St., Wood- 
land, Calif. ‘ 

Scaer, Martin J. (em.), 1702 S. Ninth St., 
Temple, Tex. 


Starenko, Ronald C., 30000 Five Mile Rd., 
Livonia, Mich. 

Stoll, Mh © (em.), 854 N. 21st St., 
Fort Dodge, Iowa ‘ 

Streufert, Paul W., 21211 Detroit Rd., 
Rocky River 16, Ohio 

Zeeb, Otto T., Jennifern Ave., Dover, N. J. 


Teacher: 
Jiede, Edwin A., 38 Hampton Ave., Albert- 
esoneelr de Nix 
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Letters 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opiriions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit portions. 


Urges Letters on Aid 


I am opposed to Federal aid for reli- 
gious schools. We realize that in Amer- 
ica it is an exercise of our religious free- 
dom to establish church schools, but we 
also realize that it is our responsibility to 
support our Lutheran schools without Gov- 
ernment aid. : 

Let us not make the mistake made in 
such countries as Germany, Sweden, Nor- 
way, and Finland, where Lutherans feel 
that religion is something to come by 
cheaply — through state support. To pre- 
serve not only American religious freedom 
but also the doctrinal purity of our own 
church, we must defend the constitu- 
tional theory of state-church separation. 

Today is the day we should make known 
Our position concerning Federal aid to 
church schools. This can be done by writ- 
ing the Senators of your state and your 
Representative in the House of Represent- 
atives. Letters are properly addressed to 
the Senate Office Building, Washington 25, 
D.C., or to the House Office Building, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

I have written to Wisconsin Congress- 
men primarily because of an article in. the 
March 11, 1961, Milwaukee Journal, 
which quotes the Milwaukee Catholic 
Herald Citizen as follows: “Representatives 
in Congress are elected by the people to 
carry on the business of Government. 
They can make sound judgments only after 
having considered all viewpoints on a given 
question. The more a Congressman’s con- 
stituents tell him what they think and what 
they want, the more able he will be to 
arrive at a proper conclusion. Too many 
citizens feel they have done their duty 
when they have put a mark after a man’s 
name on the ballot. This is just the first 
of a citizen’s responsibilities to his govern- 
ment.” The article in the Herald Citizen, 
according to the Journal, urged Federal 
funds for private schools. 

Since we oppose Federal aid to paro- 
chial schools, let’s use this privilege of 
writing our representatives in Government 
concerning our view. The issue is worth 
your effort. 


Mayville, Wis. 


Deaths 


Rudolph S. Ressmeyer, June 26, 1891, 
New York, N.Y., to March 28; 1961, 
Malverne, L.J., N. Y.; son of Henry and 
Felicitas Stang Ressmeyer; graduated Saint 
Louis seminary, 1914; D.D., 1954; par- 
ishes: Orange, N.J.; Baltimore, Md., 1921 
to 1956, when he retired; Vice-President, 
English District, 1936—39; Vice-President, 
Southeastern District, 1945—48; Presi- 
dent, 1948—-54. LUTHERAN ‘WITNESS con- 
tributor, author of Headline News. Sur- 
vivors: sons Revs. Henry, Rudolph; daugh- 
ters Ruth Nutzel, Dorothy Hoyer. Fu- 
neral: April 1, Malverne. 
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AAL SERVES 600,000 CUSTOMERS 
AND EACH ONE IS “THE BOSS” 


How does AAL serve these 600,000 members? AAL members are kept in close touch with 
the fraternal and benevolence activities of their society through approximately 3600 loca 
branches. Together, AAL field representatives and the local branches put into practice th 
fraternal principles of AAL. The members own and control AAL, electing Lutheran men o 
competence as directors to carry out the wishes of the membership. Through sound an 
economical management, these men form and execute the policies of America’s largest fra 
ternal life insurance society. But the members are the real bosses of AAL. 


The continuing growth of membership, and the increase in life insurance they own, bear 
proof that they value the special difference they share as AAL membérs — LOWER NE’ 
COST life insurance protection. Lutherans, like all others, buy what they need and they de 
mand quality protection at the best price. With AAL, they get both. Take advantage of thi 
special difference — call your local AAL counselor for help with your family’s insurance needs 


AID ASSOCIATION FOR LUTHERANS 


APPLETON, WISCONSIN 


